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IN THE CLAIMS: 

In accordance with the Revised Rules under 37 C.F.R. 1.121, please amend the claims as 
shown below and indicated as "currently amended." Also shown below are claims that may be 
indicated as original, previously amended, cancelled, withdrawn, previously added, new, reinstated, 
previously reinstated, re-presented, or allowed. In accordance with the Rules, the text of cancelled or 
withdrawn claims need not be presented. 

1 . (previously amende! and now allowed) One or more stackable line hangers, 
r flrst and second ones of the hangersibeing configured to secure first and second lines, 
respectively, to a supporting structure, each hanger comprising: 

a line retention section for accommodating a line, the line retention section including first 
and second legs extending therefrom, the first and second legs allowing the hanger to 
accommodate various sizes of lines, the first and second legs each including a locking barb 
configured to lock against an attachment surface; and 

a mounting section extending from the line retention section, the mounting section 
including a mounting opening disposed therein; 

wherein the line retention sectioned the mounting section are arranged to dampen line 
vibration. 

2. (previously amended and i&w allowed) The line hanger of claim 1 , the 
locking barb being configured to lock against the attachment surface once the locking barb is 
inserted through an aperture of the attachment surface. 

3. (previously amended and now allowed) The line hanger of claim 1 , the 
locking barb being configured to lock against the supporting structure once the locking barb is 
inserted through an aperture of the supporting structure. 

4. (previously amended and nowlallowed) The line hanger of claim 1, the 
locking barb being configured to lock against|he mounting section once the locking barb is 
inserted through the mounting opening. 
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5. (previously aiftended and now allowed) The line hanger of claim 1 , wherein 
mounting opening is defined by a wall having a lip extending around the entire mounting 

opening. 

6. (previously amended and now allowed) The line hanger of claim 1 , wherein 
the mounting opening is defined by a wall having a lip, the locking barb including a notch that is 
configured to lock against the lip once the locking barb is inserted through the mounting opening. 

7. (previously amend™ and now allowed) The line hanger of claim 6, wherein 
the locking barb includes two notcBes that are configured to lock against the lip once the locking 
barb is inserted through the mounting opening. 

8. (previously amended |nd now allowed) The line hanger of claim 1 , wherein 
the mounting opening is square. 

9. (previously amended and now allowed) The line hanger of claim 1 , wherein 
the mounting opening is circular. 1 

10. (previously amended aim now allowed) The line hanger of claim 1 , further 
comprising a compliant area, the compliant area being disposed between the retention section 
and the mounting section and configured to allow the first and second legs to be compressed 
toward each other and to expand away from each other by spring force. 

1 1 . (previously amended and now allowed) The line hanger of claim 1 0, wherein 



expansion of the first and second legs away from each other brings the first and second legs into 
contact with a wall that defines an aperture of the attachment surface once the locking barb is 
inserted through the aperture. | 

1 2. (previously amended and now allowed) The line hanger of claim 1 , wherein 
the first and second legs include respective ttirst and second spring fingers flexibly connected to 
and projecting inwardly from the respective|first and second legs, the first and second spring 
fingers being configured to retain the line. 

1 3 , (previously amended and nowlallowed) The line hanger of claim 1 2, wherein 
each spring finger penetrates into the line to xqinixnize longitudinal movement of the line with 
respect to the hanger. 
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^ / 14, (previously amended end now allowed) The line hanger of claim 1 2, wherein 
.6 first and second legs include afcrst and second curved member, respectively. 

15. (previously amendea and now allowed) The line hanger of claim 14, wherein 
the first and second spring fingers ^e located on the first and second curved members 
respectively. 

16. (previously amended fend now allowed) The line hanger of claim 1 , wherein 
the retention section includes opposing first and second areas of resistance. 

17. (previously amended %tid now allowed) The line hanger of claim 1 , wherein 
the line hanger is a unitary structure. 

1 8. (previously amended a^d now allowed) The line hanger of claim 1, wherein 
the line hanger is comprised of metal. 

19. (previously amended aiSd now allowed) The line hanger of claim 1, wherein 
the retention section includes a pair of opposing line stops connected thereto and projecting 
inwardly therefrom for inhibiting the line from moving into the mounting section. 

20. (previously amended ana now allowed) The line hanger of claim 19, wherein 
the opposing stops extend inwardly in aigenerally straight line from the first and second legs. 

2 1 . (previously amended and] now allowed) The line hanger of claim 1 9, wherein 
the opposing stops are generally concave to match a curvature of the line. 

22. (previously amended andmow allowed) The line hanger of claim 1 , wherein 
the first and second arms each include a pair of stop arms extending downwardly at an angle to 
engage a top of the attachment surface. I 

23 . (previously amended and now allowed) The line hanger of claim 22, wherein 
the stop arms further include a side wall that extends generally orthogonal to the first and second 
legs. I 

24. (previously amended and now allowed) The line hanger of claim 1 , wherein 
the line retention section is adapted to piv*ot relative to the mounting section, such that the line 
hanger can dampen line vibration. 
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25. (previously amended md now allowed) The line hanger of claim 24, wherein 
e line retention section is constructed of a flexible material, enabling the line retention section 




to pivot relative to the mounting sectic 

26, (previously amended anB now allowed) A method for securing one or more 
lines to a supporting structure comprisir 

providing one or more stackable fane hangers each including a line retention section for 
accommodating a line, the line retention section including first and second legs extending 
therefrom, the first and second legs allowing the hanger to accommodate various sizes of lines, 
the first and second legs each including a rocking barb configured to lock against an attachment 
surface having an aperture disposed therein, and a mounting section extending from the line 
retention section, the mounting section including a mounting opening disposed therein, wherein 
the retention section and the mounting secAra are arranged to dampen vibration of the line; 
placing the retention section around! 



zuon are an 
idtthe line; 



inserting the locking barb through the aperture; and 
locking the locking barb against the attachment surface. 

27. (original and now allowed) The method of claim 26, wherein the step of locking 
the locking barb includes locking the lockingjbarb against the supporting surface, 

28. (previously amended and nowtallowed) The method of claim 26, wherein the 
step of inserting the locking barb comprises inserting the locking barb through the mounting 
opening of another of the stackable line hangera and the step of locking the locking barb includes 
locking the locking barb against the mountingfsurface of another stackable line hanger. 

29. (previously amended and now allowed) The method of claim 26, wherein the 
locking barb of another stackable line hanger including a notch, and wherein the method includes 
locking a notch of the locking barb of another Stackable line hanger against a lip of a wall 
defining the mounting opening once the locking barb is inserted through the mounting opening. 

30. (original and now allowed) TheFmethod of claim 26, further including pressing the 
first and second legs toward each other to enable the locking barb to fit through the aperture. 

3 1 . (original and now allowed) The method of claim 30, further including releasing 
the first and second legs such that they expand Avay from each other and bring the first and 
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\snond legs into contact with a wal defining the aperture once the locking barb is inserted 
ugh the aperture. 

32. (previously amendedfend now allowed) The method of claim 26, further 
including penetrating spring fingers §f the first and second legs, respectively, into the line to 
minimize longitudinal movement of the line with respect to the hanger. 

33. (previously amended and now allowed) One or more stackable line hangers, 
first and second ones of the hangers being configured to secure first and second lines, 
respectively, to a supporting structure, reach hanger comprising: 

a line retention section for accommodating a line, the line retention section including first 
and second legs extending therefrom, tap first and second legs allowing the hanger to 
accommodate various sizes of lines, themrst and second legs each including a locking barb 
configured to lock against an attachment surface; and 

a mounting section extending from the line retention section, the mounting section 
including a mounting opening disposed therein; 

wherein the locking barb includesla folded over rib and is configured to lock against the 
mounting section of the first hanger oncelthe locking barb is inserted through the mounting 



opening of the mounting section of the fn 



first and second ones of the hangers being 



t hanger. 



34. (previously amended and now allowed) One or more stackable line hangers, 



configured to secure first and second lines, 



respectively, to a supporting structure, each hanger comprising: 

a line retention section for accommodating a line, the line retention section including first 
and second legs extending therefrom, the first and second legs allowing the hanger to 
accommodate various sizes of lines, the first and second legs each including a locking barb 
configured to lock against an attachment surface; and 

a mounting section extending from the line retention section, the mounting section 
including a mounting opening disposed therein, wherein the mounting opening is defined by a 
wall having a lip, the locking barb includinglat least two notches that are configured to lock 
against the lip once the locking barb is inserted through the mounting opening. 
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35. (previously amended and now allowed) The line hanger of claim 34, wherein 
mounting opening is circular. 

36. (previously amendeB and now allowed) The line hanger of claim 34, wherein 
the lip of the mounting opening extends around the entire mounting opening. 

37. (previously amendeifland now allowed) One or more stackable line hangers, 
first and second ones of the hangerstbeing configured to secure first and second lines, 
respectively, to a supporting structure, each hanger comprising: 

a line retention section for accommodating a line, the line retention section including first 
and second legs extending therefrom the first and second legs allowing the hanger to 
accommodate various sizes of lines, |he first and second legs each including a locking barb 
configured to lock against an attachment surface, wherein the retention section further includes 
respective first and second curved portions, the first and second curved portions including 
respective first and second spring fingers flexibly connected to and projecting inwardly from the 
respective first and second legs, the first and second spring fingers being configured to retain the 
line; and 

a mounting section extending from the line retention section, the mounting section 
including a mounting opening disposed therein. 

38. (previously amended and now allowed) One or more stackable line hangers, 
first and second ones of the hangers being configured to secure first and second lines, 
respectively, to a supporting structureleach hanger comprising: 

a line retention section for accommodating a line, the line retention section including first 
and second legs extending therefrom, |he first and second legs allowing the hanger to 
accommodate various sizes of lines, the first and second legs each including a locking barb 
configured to lock against an attachment surface, wherein the retention section includes a pair of 
opposing line stops connected thereto [and projecting inwardly and in a generally straight line 
therefrom; and I 

a mounting section extending from the line retention section, the mounting section 
including a mounting opening dispose!, therein, 
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wherein the opposing line st^ps are configured to inhibit line movement into the 
lounting section. 

39. (previously amended &d now allowed) A method for securing one or more 
lines to a supporting structure comprising: 

Q^fC u providing one or more stackabie line hangers each including a line retention section for 

accommodating a line, the lino retention section including first and second legs extending 
therefrom, the first and second legs allowing the hanger to accommodate various sizes of lines, 
the first and second legs each including a locking barb configured to lock against an attachment 
surface having an aperture disposed therein, and a mounting section extending from the line 
retention section, the mounting sectionlincluding a mounting opening disposed therein; 
placing the retention section around the line; 

penetrating first and second spring fingers of the first and second legs, respectively, into 
the line to minimize longitudinal movement of the line with respect to the hanger, wherein the 
first and second spring fingers are flexibly connected to and projecting inwardly from the 
respective first and second legs; I 

penetrating first and second opposing line stops of the first and second legs, respectively, 
into the line to minimize longitudinal movement of the line with respect to the hanger, wherein 
the first and second opposing line stops are flexibly connected to and projecting inwardly from 
the respective first and second legs; I 

inserting the locking barb throughlthe aperture; and 

locking the locking barb against attachment surface. 

40. (currently amended) A stackabie line hanger being composed of a resilient 

material and having a generally U-shaped body with arms which grip a line, distal ends of the 

arms being structured to be urged toward each other and to lock into a common opening in a line 

I 

support or another line hanger, the hanger having a stacking provision located in a region where 
said arms are joined and configured to reteqtively engag e in piggyback relation a second hanger 
supporting a an adjacent second line. 
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41 . (previously amende^) The apparatus defined by claim 40, wherein the distal ends 
f the arms have barbs which are aiapted to snap lock into different peripheral areas of said 

common opening, and wherein the Stacking provision comprises an opening, 

42. (previously amendedlThe apparatus defined by claim 41, wherein the opening in said 
hanger is an aperture with a circular fer other curved boundary formed in said U-shaped body. 

43. (original) The apparanis defined by claim 42, wherein the aperture has a stiffening 

flange. 

44. (previously amended) |The apparatus defined by claim 42, wherein the distal ends 

of the arms have barbs with a cross-sectional curvature substantially matching a curvature of the 

1 

boundary along an area of engagement with the aperture. 

45 . (currently amended) A stack of line hangers comprising; 

a first stackable line hanger being composed of a resilient material and having a generally 
U-shaped body with arms which grip aj line, distal ends of which arms being structured to be 
urged toward each other and to lock into a common opening in a line support or another line 
hanger, the hanger having a stacking provision; and 

a second stackable line hanger configured to lock onto the stacking provision and thereby 

I) 

to engage the first line hanger in piggyback relation so as to support a second lin e adjacent the 
first line . 1 

46. (previously amended) Tjhe apparatus defined by claim 45, wherein the distal ends 
of the arms have barbs which are adapted to snap lock into different peripheral areas of said 
common opening and wherein the stacking provision comprises an opening. 

47. (previously amended) Tjhe apparatus defined by claim 45, wherein the distal ends 
of the aims and the stacking provision! are structured such that wind-induced vibrations of the 
held lines is damped. 

48 . (previously amended) l|ie apparatus defined by claim 47, wherein the opening in said 
first hanger is an aperture with a circular or other curved boundary. 

49. (original) The apparatug defined by claim 48, wherein the aperture has a stiffening 

flange. 
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SO, (previously amended) Tfle apparatus defined by claim 48, wherein the distal ends 



_ the arms have barbs with a cross-sectftmal curvature substantially matching a curvature of the 
^boundary along an area of engagement vSth the aperture. 

5 1 . (currently amended) A lme hanger of a snap-in type having a generally U-shaped 
body with arms which grip a line, distal Ads of which arms have barbs structured to snap look 
onto an odeo o f lock into a common w-onening in a line support, each barb having g_ an edge - 
engaging surface which is serrated or notched to engage a lip or flange adjacent said opening . 

52. (original) The apparatus defined by claim SO, wherein the hanger includes a snap- 
in stacking provision* I 

53. (previously amended) Therapparatus defined by claim 52, wherein the snap-in 
stacking provision comprises an opening Adapted to be engaged by another hanger of the snap-in 
type. I 

54. (original) The apparatus denned by claim 53 , wherein the opening is an aperture with 
a circular or other curved boundary. | 

55. (original) The apparatus denned by claim 54, wherein the aperture has a stiffening 
flange. 11 

56. (previously amended) The apparatus defined by claim 54, wherein the barbs have 
a cross-sectional curvature substantially matching a curvature of the boundary along an area of 
engagement with the aperture. | 

57. (previously amended) A line hanger of a snap-in type having a generally U-shaped 
body with arms which grip a line, distal endsjof which arms have barbs structured to snap-lock 
onto an edge of an opening in a line support, the hanger arms each having an outwardly 
extending brace which abuts an opposite surface of the edge from that engaged by a barb, the 
brace being rigid and structured to dig into, rather than slide along, the opposite surface when the 
hanger is side loaded, I 

58. (original) The apparatus definedby claim 57, wherein the brace has an out-turned side 
with a distal edge which makes point contact jjvith the opposite surface when the hanger is side 
loaded. 
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59. (original) The apparatus defined by claim 58, wherein the brace has an in-turned side 
with a distal edge which engages the apposite surface, the out-turned and in-turned sides of the brace 
stiffening the brace and widening its footprint on the opposite surface. 

60. (original) The apparatus defined by claim 57, wherein the hanger includes a snap-in 
stacking provision. 

61 . (previously amended) the apparatus defined by claim 60, wherein the snap-in 
stacking provision comprises an opening adapted to be engaged by another hanger of the snap-in 
type. 

62. (previously amended) A line hanger of a snap-in type having a generally U-shaped 
body with arms which grip a line, dista| ends of which arms have barbs structured to snap-lock 
onto an edge of an opening in a line support, the hanger arms each having rigid means structured 
to abut an opposite surface of the edge from that engaged by a baxb and create a fixed pivot point 
or line for the hanger when side loaded] 

63. (original) The apparatus defined by claim 62, wherein the hanger includes a snap-in 
stacking provision. 

64. (previously amended) Tlfe apparatus defined by claim 63, wherein the snap-in 
stacking provision comprises an opening adapted to be engaged by another hanger of the snap-in 
type, 

65. (previously added) The a&paratus defined by claim 57 wherein said barb has an 
integral strengthening rib. I 

66. (currently amended) A hanger for a transmission line or other elongated article, 

\ 

comprising a generally U-shaped body with arms memb e ro which grip the elongated article, the 
distal ends of which members being strucnired to lock into an opening in a support structure, said 
distal ends each being structured to engagla back peripheral surface around the opening and each 
having at least one substantially straight, oirtwardly angled stiff stand-off tab or brace w hich engages 
a front peripheral surface of the support structure at a distance from the openin g acting like 
outriggers to create a pivot point or line for the hanger when side loaded . 
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67. (previously added) life hanger defined by claim 66 wherein each of said members 
two such tabs. 

68. (currently amended) T|ie hanger defined by claim 66 wherein said tab or brace has 
a stiffening provision. 

69. (currently amended) TSe hanger defined by claim 66 wherein said tab or brace 
makes line engagement with said surface, 

70. (currently amended) A hanger for a transmission line or other elongated article, 

comprising a generally U-shaped bodylhaving a retention section adapted to engage the article, 

from which section extends a pair of legs, distal ends of which legs being structured to lock into 

an opening in a support structure, said legs each having between said retention section and said 

I 

distal end an extension section which substantially increases a length of the leg and flexes during 
insertion to decrease an insertion force required to insert the hanger into said openin g, said U- 
shaped body having a stacking provision in the closed end of the body . 

7 1 . (previously cancelled) Ajj hang e r for a transmission lino or other elongated arttek^ 
comprising a generally U Ghap e d body having a ret e ntion section adopted to e ngage tho article 



fro m which o ootio fi-e xt e ndo a pair of logs, di s tal enda of which legs b ea 
an opening m a support otructur e , said 1 | gsoach having between said retention flection and said 
d is tal e nd on intermediat e s ection from which ia fanned, in a direction from tho distal end toward 
tho retenti o n fl ection on integral spring finger, tho spring finger b e ing deflected inwardly from 
tho inte r m e diate section do oa to engage and support an articlo residing in the r e t e ntion aootion, a 
resiliency in the spring finger being adapjtcd to accommodate article s of different diameters. 

72. (previously cancelled) Th g hanger do fined by claim 70 wherein oach of 3aid opring 

fingers is substantially S ohaped. 
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